Chris and Beverly Crowder
chris.crowder@sim.org  
cell phone:  615 289 7946
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Dear Friends and Family,

There is an unexplainable love in our hearts for the Sudanese people.  How is that we can have a love for a place we have never been and feel called to go somewhere we have never seen? God has placed a love in our heart for the Sudanese people.  
A peace treaty was signed on January 9, 2005 that will eventually bring peace to southern Sudan. Under the new treaty, bombing, starvation, and persecution against the mostly Christian south will come to an end.

We feel privileged to be a part of this pivotal time in the history of Sudan.  We plan to be there to be a part of what God is doing – the rebuilding of south Sudan.

No matter how excited we are about the peace in New Sudan, God has plans for a peace that will be more extensive and lasting:  
 “to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace."

Luke 1:78-79 (NIV)

Getting to Africa will take:

1. Focus on prayer and devotion to Jesus (ongoing)
2. SIM Candidate Orientation (done!)
3. Missions training (SPLICE) (done!)
4. ESL Certificate for Chris
5. Tropical Medicine Course for Beverly

6. Support Raising

7. Spending Time with Africans

8. Beginning to Say Goodbye

9. Leaving!

4. ESL Certificate for Chris

Jan 17 through Feb 11 we will be at the YWAM (Youth With A Mission) facility in Lebanon, PA.  Chris will be studying for his English As Second Language (ESL) teaching certificate.  This will allow him to get a work visas and gain entry to Kenya and Sudan.
While Chris is in class, Beverly will be studying for her board exams to be certified as a Family Nurse Practitioner in the state of Tennessee.
5.  Tropical Medicine Course for Beverly

Malaria, Cholera, Dysentery, and TB are rarely seen by American nurse practitioners.  This short course in North Carolina will help Beverly train nurses and treat patients more effectively.
6.  Support Raising

We need two kinds of support:
A) Prayer Support
Already our prayer team includes 300 kids at a church group who, after staring in fascination at pictures of huts, and African children, gleefully raised their hands and committed to pray for us.  [pic of Chris & kids] We need other friends who feel called to pray regularly for us so that we can be effective. 
B) Financial Support

We need more people who are committed to support us financially.
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Our one-time need is $13,400 and our monthly need is $3,900 ($400 of that is ministry).  When the support comes in it will come from individuals, churches, and companies who together form our support team.  To join our team fill out the enclosed slip and send it in to SIM.
How to become a monthly supporter by bank draft:
Fill out and send in the red “Easy Gift” pamphlet 

Didn’t get one?  Give us a call!!
How to send one-time financial support:
You may make checks out to: SIM USA
Please mail checks to: P.O. Box 7900, Charlotte, NC 28241. 
In the memo line please write: "Crowder #22469, Support"
7.  Spending time with Africans

We’ve had the chance to solidify friendships with some Sudanese in Tennessee.  They have organized themselves to build schools in their homeland!  It is so incredible to see the love they have for their country and the way they live intentionally to help the kids in Sudan.  Their faith is so strong even though they’ve left their country because of persecution.  [pic of Chris and Tut]
Tut Wal Rut and Chris attended a meeting at the Sudanese Presbyterian Church in Gallatin, TN.  Tut was 15 when his village was attacked and burned.  He now works with other refugees teaching computer classes.
8.  Beginning to Say Goodbye

Since selling our house in October, we’ve had the chance to stay with all our immediate families, some of them twice!  It’s part of saying goodbye, because we have to grieve not being with them and let go in order to say hello again.  As we learned in SPLICE (missions training class): “without healthy goodbyes, there can be no heartfelt hellos.”
9.  Leaving
When the checklist is complete and our SIM director in Sudan decides that our pledged support will cover our expenses we can purchase plane tickets and pack our belongings.
Contact Info
Cell phone:  

(615) 289-7946

Mailing Address:  

107 Sugar Creek Lane

Smyrna, TN  37167

Email:

chris.crowder@sim.org

beverly.crowder@sim.org

Websites:

www.sim.org

www.crowdersinafrica.com
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